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tragedy, we must not repeat this chapter in
our history. Arabs and Muslims are NOT all
terrorists bent on destroying our Nation. They
too desire to live in peace with their families
and communities. In fact, millions of Arabs live
in this great land—2.2 million of whom are
Arab Christians.

Our Arab and Muslim compatriots in our na-
tion also weep with pain and sorrow as they
grieve the loss of loved ones. Many of them
fled their homes and came to the United
States as refugees to get away from the very
same types of people as those who attacked
our country.

In the past few days, the outpouring of
deeply sympathetic support and condolences
my office personally has received has come
from Islamic nations such as Saudia Arabia,
Indonesia, Egypt, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, West-
ern Sahara, and Algeria, and from Palestin-
ians.

As our great nation pulls together, let us not
turn to hate and violence, but to the underlying
spirit of courage and compassion that has
made this country a beacon of freedom and
hope for a new life. Justice must and will be
implemented—but it will be against those who
deserve it, the savage terrorists—not our fel-
low Arab and Muslim citizens and friends here
and around the world.
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Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this
week, our Nation has experienced much
human tragedy. Although my hometown of
Houston, Texas was spared the devastation
that occurred in New York City and in Wash-
ington, D.C., we did suffer from a tremendous
loss. Today, I rise to pay tribute to Miguel Ra-
mirez.

On Tuesday, September 11, 2001, Aldine
High School lost Miguel Ramirez, one of its
most promising ninth grade students. Miguel
had been preparing for an afternoon football
practice session before he collapsed.

Miguel was new to Aldine High School, but
he quickly embraced the school and its tradi-
tions. He was an honor student and was en-
thusiastic about football. Despite the fact that
Miguel Ramirez was only fourteen years old,
he made a lasting impression on his family,
his friends and his teachers.

Recently, the Houston Chronicle reported on
the impact Miguel had had on his football
teammates. I would like to share the following
excerpt:

‘‘We had a meeting this morning, and the
attitude of the team is that they wanted to
go out and win a game for Miguel,’’ said
freshman coach Mark Muilenburg. ‘‘There
really wasn’t any hesitation about them
wanting to play and we talked about that as
a team. Miguel was a guy that was always at
practice and a guy that always wanted to
play. He just started playing this year, and
he was so proud of his jersey and so proud of
the fact that he was on a team.’’

Mr. Speaker, the loss of any life is sad, but
the loss of a young life is truly tragic. Even in
death, Miguel will continue to lead through the

contributions he has left behind, the relation-
ships he has forged, and the example he has
set.

I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in expressing our
heartfelt condolences to the Miguel Ramirez
family, especially to his parents David and
Maria, and to his many friends and classmates
at Aldine High School.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my deepest thanks and appreciation
to all of the firefighters and law enforcement
officials who have volunteered their expertise
in the wake of the tragic events of the past
several days. Tuesday, September 11, 2001
will live in the hearts and minds of Americans
for generations to come. To challenge democ-
racy is to challenge the very core of all that
we cherish. Communities across our nation
have come together, united by a single truth:
the spirit of America, though tested, can never
be broken.

The men and women who serve as fire-
fighters and law enforcement officials face
risks that few of us can truly comprehend.
Each day, they must be ready to perform
under intense pressure—literally in life or
death situations as we have all witnessed in
recent days. Their commitment and dedication
cannot be questioned.

Perhaps this is best illustrated in the faces
of the many firefighters, police officers, and
emergency personnel, who have volunteered
their time and efforts throughout the past sev-
eral days. I speak not only of those directly in-
volved with the rescue efforts in Lower Man-
hattan, but to the many departments nation-
wide who have offered assistance with equip-
ment, rescue teams, and various other forms
of support. Many of these dedicated men and
women have gone to their communities spon-
soring blood, clothing, food and water drives.
They have been an inspiration to us all and
yet when asked why you will always hear the
same reply: ‘‘It’s my job.’’ In my home state of
Connecticut, the thousands of men and
women who serve our local fire and police de-
partments have continually been on hand—
ready and willing to do all that they can for our
neighbors and I thank them for their incredible
work. I want to especially commend the ap-
proximately eighty firefighters from the Third
Congressional District of Connecticut who are
now directly assisting in the New York rescue
effort.

It is with great pride and the deepest admi-
ration that I rise today to pay tribute to these
men and women and to thank them for their
tremendous efforts on behalf of our commu-
nities and our nation. I stand today to urge all
Americans to thank their local fire and police
departments for all that they do for us every
day.
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Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend those associated with the fourth
Pratham Gala held last month in Houston,
Texas. Pratham was established in 1994 by
UNICEF and the Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai, with the mission to achieve
‘‘Universal Primary Education’’ in Mumbai by
the year 2000.

This mission is now growing in scope and
scale. Throughout India, individuals, corpora-
tions and the state governments are taking the
initiative to further ensure that every child in
their respective cities receives a formal edu-
cation.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to include a recent
article from the Indo-American News regarding
the recent successful Gala in Houston and
again add my congratulations.

[From the Indo-American News, Sept. 13,
2001]

PRATHAM CONTINUES TO BUILD MOMENTUM
AND FUNDS

(By Bidisha Roy Banerjee)
HOUSTON—Targeted to reach out to the

slum-children across India, Pratham has
found tremendous amount of success in such
a short time. The support Pratham received
so far has been overwhelming and much
more than anticipated. Since the last gala,
Pratham has made great strides in both
India and USA.

Not only has Pratham doubled the number
of children it reaches (180,000 to date), it has
also successfully established programs in 12
cities and nine rural areas with another
seven cities being initiated this year. Sev-
eral Pratham chapters have spread in a num-
ber of cities and college campuses in Amer-
ica.

The fourth Pratham Gala in Houston
served as an evidence that a cause so great
can never go unsuccessful or uninspired.
Held at the Hyatt Regency, downtown, the
Gala started at 6:30 pm on Friday, August 25.

Emceed by radio show hostess Meena Dutt,
the event started with an invocation by Uma
Mantravadi, singer and attorney, who per-
formed a beautiful selection of songs.

The first speaker of the event, Vijay
Goradia, Chairman of Pratham USA was in-
troduced by Meena Dutt as the ‘‘man who
does not want to speak; a man who contrib-
uted the major chunk and the man who
brought Pratham to Houston.’’

Goradia amused the audience by men-
tioning a conversation that he overheard
just before the program started.

Three kids were discussing how they could
contribute to Pratham. The first one said he
would draw a circle, throw his allowance in
the air, and donate to Pratham and keep the
rest to himself. The second kid said the
same. The third kid, a Gujarati boy, said he
would draw a square, stand outside it and
throw all of his allowances in the air. What-
ever dropped outside the square, he would
donate to Pratham and the rest of it inside
the square, he would keep for himself.

Goradia lauded Pratham for its tremen-
dous achievement in the last four years and
boasted that ‘‘Houston is the leader in draw-
ing the maximum amount in the last four
years. Other cities are now taking cue and
following initiative. It is replicable in lot of
different cities. I hope and wish Houston will
continue to lead the way and show what
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